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Th
e ivy, due to it’s vitality 

and clinging nature, 
represents eternal life and 
everlasting love.

C
alla lily 

represents 
beauty and 
m

arriage. It is 
im

portant to 
note that all 
graves bearing 
the calla lily 
are found no earlier then m

id-
19th century, after they w

ere first 
im

ported to A
m

erica.

A
 handshake represents a “heavenly 

w
elcom

e or an earthly farew
ell.” O

ne 
distinguishing characteristic betw

een 
handshakes are the sleeves, w

hich 
denotes specific relationships. 

A
 book is often equated to a hum

an 
heart, w

hich, for centuries upon 
centuries, w

as believed to be w
here the 

soul and personality of an individual 
resided.

Th
e draping found on 

both urns and obelisks 
represent the “veil 
betw

een earth and 
heaven.” D

rapery has 
been used 
extensively 
throughout history in 
burial practices involving 
objects, fam

ily, and the 
deceased.

Th
e obelisk’s existence in 

cem
eteries com

es from
 

a resurgence in interest 
in Egyptian culture. Th

e 
obelisk, itself, em

bodies a 
ray of sunshine.

W
reath

O
ak Leaf

Th
e W

reath, often 
depicted m

ore 
specifically as 
a laurel w

reath, 
celebrates eternal 
life, and thus 
“victory over death” .

C
alla Lily

M
uch of the oak leaf 

sym
bolism

 com
es 

from
 the potential of 

the acorn. W
hile the 

acorn, itself, is not al-
w

ays present, its dim
inutive size, but 

potential to grow
 into a m

ajestic, and 
tow

ering oak tree, show
s its pow

er. It is 
a seed that represents the possibility of 
grow

th, as w
ell as abundance.


